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Dear Mr. Knowltons 


This is in response to your request 
‘ ef July 3, relative to an interprotation of RSA 407110. You speci- 
fically request what is moant by the term “begin tho adjustment” as 
4t appears in that section. re 


= A thorourh search of the law in this. 
State, as well as from secondary authority, has failed to produce 
a decision in pointe In U.S. ve O'Sullivan, 27 Fed.Cases 380 and 
381, it is stated thats “zogin is to do the first act, to enter 
upon, to take the first step, the initial step.” In Pa, Fire In= 
surones Company ve Draper, 187 Ala. 103, it 49 stated that the 
adjustment of a loss urder a fire insurance policy is the settling 
and ascertaining of the amount of the indemnity which the insured, 
after making all propor allowances, 1s entitled ‘to receive. It is 
, | further said that the term "examination" and "adjustment" are not 
‘gonvertible terms e 


The statutory history of RSA 407110 
is of somo assistance. Prior to 1927, section 10 of the statute 
required companies to adjust the loss within fifteen days but in 
that yesr the section was amenied to its present form which roa- 
quires the companies to begin the adjustment of the loss within 
the fifteen day period. : 


Tho only New Hampshire case that we 

are able to find which remotely touches on the subject which, in — 
this case, was in existence prior to the 1927 change in the statute 
4ss “The history of state logislation 18 one of constant effort to 
provide for the speedy adjustment of payment of losses, to take away 
technical and inequitable defenses, The statutes are to be 80 COfe | 
atrued as to give effect to this provision.” See Franklin ve Ko —— 
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Mr. Donald Knowlton, Commissionor . ~2~ 


Eenpshire Fire Invurence Coes 70 Melle . 
7 . | , 
Since there appears to be no law on the 


sudject of what constitutes "bogin the adjustment", it therefore 
appears to be a question of fact within the discretion of the Comnise 
sioner in any given CaSO. | . 


Sincerely yours, 
William Je: Deachman 
ss Ssaistant Attorney General 
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